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Bakewell Town Council – Extraordinary Meeting 9th May 2018 

 

An Extraordinary Meeting of the Town Council held in the 
Council Chamber, Town Hall, Bakewell 
at 7.30pm on Wednesday 9

th
 May 2018 

 

Minutes 
Non-Confidential items 

 
3956/18  Present 

Cllr John Boyle, Cllr Steve Edwards, Cllr Alyson Hill, Cllr Paul Morgans, Cllr 
Vivienne Parnham, Cllr John Riley, Cllr Bill Storey 
 
Note: The meeting commenced at 9pm, following the Planning Committee meeting. 
 

3957/18  To receive and accept apologies for absence 
Resolved: To accept apologies from Cllr Carl Fisher (prior commitment) and Cllr 
Philippa Tilbrook (prior commitment) 
 

3958/18  Chair’s announcements 
The Chair welcomed members to the meeting and outlined the business for the 
evening. 
 

3959/18  Variation of order of business 
It was not considered necessary to vary the order of business. 
 

3960/18  Declaration of Members Interests 
Members are required to declare the existence and nature of any interests 
they may have in subsequent agenda items in accordance with the Town 
Council’s Code of Conduct. Those interests are matters that relate to money 
or that which can be valued in money, affecting the Member her/his partner, 
extended family and close friends. Interests that become apparent at a later 
stage in the proceedings may be declared at that time. 
None received. 

 

3961/18  Items in Exclusion 
To determine which items, if any, should be taken with the public excluded 
It was not considered necessary to take any items in exclusion. 
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3962/18  Public Speaking 
(a) A period of not more than 30 minutes will be made available for members 

of the public and members of the Council to comment on any matter 
None received. 
 

3963/18  Matters for Decision 
(a) Review of Town Council website 
The Clerk reported that the 2Commune website has been “live” since 26th 
September 2017 and there have been over 45,250 page views to date.  The site 
has been very well received and an increasing number of questions and comments 
are being received via the “Contact Us” form.  Town Council answerphone and 
“Office Closed” notices direct people to the website for answers out of hours.  The 
information available on the website allows the Town Council to comply with the 
Transparency Code and supports good governance. 
Resolved: To note the report. 
 
(b) Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government; consultation on 

powers for dealing with unauthorised development and encampments, to 
approve response 

Resolved: To approve the response at Annex A to this minute. 
 
(c) Payment of grant of £500 to Community Neighbourhood Team 
Resolved: To approve the application to the DDDC Local Project Fund for £500. 
Resolved: To approve a grant of £500 to the Community Neighbourhood Team as 
a contribution to CCTV 
 
(d) Annual Return 2018; to note timetable and to appoint Internal Auditor 
Resolved: To note the call-in date for the Annual Return is 11th June 2018.  To 
appoint Butler Cook Accountants Ltd as Internal Auditors. 
 
(e) Clerk Training; to approve attendance at a DALC Project Management 

Course at a cost of £110 on 23rd May 2018 
Resolved: To approve attendance. 
 
(f) Peak Park Parishes Forum to approve 2018-19 subscription at a cost of 

£24 
Resolved: To approve the payment. 
 
(g) To approve a Town Council Meeting structure for 2018-19 
Resolved:  That Finance and Planning Committees be discontinued in the new 
council year.  Instead there will be two meetings of full council each month, 
generally on the first and third Mondays.  In August there will be one meeting which 
will be on the first Monday.  Staff Committee will be retained.  Working parties are 
to be set up on an “as required” basis. 

 
3964/18  Risk Assessment 

To consider risk assessment/insurance implications for items approved this 
meeting. 
All decisions taken in good faith. No new Risk Assessment or insurance items 
received. 
The meeting closed at 9.10pm 
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Annex A to minute 3963/18 (b) 
Unauthorised development and encampments 

Question 1:  
What evidence is there of unauthorised development and encampments in your 
community, and what issues does this raise for the local community? 
 

For a period of at least eight years unauthorised encampments have periodically been 

present in Bakewell at land close to Agricultural Way and Bakewell Show ground.  

The issues raised are;  disorderly behaviour, noise nuisance, disposal of waste, effect 

on appearance to the Town by the state of the encampment, significant local concern 

that those responsible for the land do not  take immediate action on arrival of the 

encampment, that action taken has been sporadic and in effectual, that the Local 

Authority stand the cost of providing a portaloo ,waste clear up and collection, receiving  

no revenue from those in the encampment. 

 

Powers for dealing with unauthorised encampments 

Question 2:  

We would like to invite evidence of unauthorised encampments which have occurred 

in the last 2 years, as follows: 

 

a. the number of instances where trespassers have occupied land without 
authorisation, including the location and scale of the encampment.   

b. whether the land in a) required cleaning or repair once the encampment 
had left, and if so, what was the cost?   

c. how was each unauthorised encampment encouraged to leave, how long 
did it take, and was the local authority able to move them on; or did the 
police became involved? 

 

a. At least six occasions for several months at a time, land adjacent to Bakewell Show 

ground and Agricultural Way Bakewell, varying between six and twelve vehicles and 

caravans. 

b. The land has required cleaning and waste removed by Local Authority, cost not 

known. 

c. Dialogue has taken place between those responsible for the land and staff of the 

Local Authority, with persons in the unauthorised encampment in the first instance. 

Jointly funded action has been initiated on some occasions funded by Local Authority 

and land user only on some occasions; this has never been on arrival of the 

encampment. The unauthorised occupants have either left of their own accord when 

it suited them or at the eleventh hour having been given notice of court action. On 

some occasions no action has been initiated at all. 
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Streamlining the powers under which local authorities can direct 

unauthorised campers to leave land 

 

Question 3: 

Do you think that the existing powers made available to local authorities to remove 
unauthorised campers from land are effective?  
 
Yes, if there is the will by the Local Authority to do so given their funding reductions and 

low priority given to the problem. 

 

Question 4:  

Do you think local authorities could improve their use of existing powers? 
 
The default position must be that engagement will take place within 24 hours of the 

encampment forming, by the Local Authority. Having assessed the situation enforcement 

action must be commenced immediately (unless there is an overwhelming reason to 

postpone it in case of a rare emergency situation occurring).Local Authorities 

demonstrating the cost implications of such action should be eligible to claim at least 

part funding in the form of a grant from Government. 

 

Question 5: What other powers may help local authorities deal with unauthorised 

encampments? 

Local Authorities should have the power to demand names and dates of birth and any 

registered address of those persons who form part of the unauthorised encampment, 

failure to do so should be made a criminal offence. This would then enable the persons 

named and any vehicles used to be prohibited from the site for any period granted by a 

court. Any vehicle then returning would be used in the commission of a criminal offence 

and could be seized and disposed of by the  court on application under existing powers 

given to Police. 

 

Aggravated trespass  

 

Question 6:  

Do you consider that the current powers for police to direct trespassers to leave land 

are effective? 

 

The current powers for Police are weak and should be strengthened. Trespassers 

definition should be changed to “one or more vehicles” from the current six. 

The minimum of evidenced trespass (confirmed in writing by the person responsible for 

the land or owner) should be sufficient to be able to make the requirement to leave the 

land immediately. Evidenced damage or behaviour should be considered aggravating 

factors if a case be presented at court. 
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Section 62A is unusable by Police where Local Authorities have failed to provide a 

suitable pitch or temporary traveller site in the Local Authority area , as is the case in a 

Derbyshire Dales. 

The imprisonment penalty should be increased significantly, three months in prison is far 

too low and should be increased to six months to have any deterrent factor. 

 

Question 7:  

Would any new or revised powers that enable police to direct trespassers to leave 

land make it easier to deal with unauthorised encampments?  

 

Yes, see Q6 above and Local Authorities should be compelled in legislation to provide a 

temporary traveller site at least part funded by Government grant or financially penalised 

if they fail to provide one. 

The ‘cannot return date ‘ should be increased from three months to twelve months and 

should be considered as an aggravating factor if a repeat offence is committed giving 

the court power to increase sentencing further for repeat offenders. 

Power to seize any vehicles found at an encampment that fail to leave when directed 

should be included as this would act as a major deterrent, any vehicle seized could be 

disposed of on application to the court. The resultant revenue being granted to the 

Police (or Local Authority )to help cover costs. 

Vehicles not disposed of by the court but seized would be subject to recovery costs and 

storage costs by the owner and could be disposed of if not claimed within three months 

from the recovery agent, again a powerful deterrent. 

 

 

Question 8: 

Do you consider that the Government should consider criminalising unauthorised 

encampments, in addition to the offence of aggravated trespass? If so, how should a 

new offence differ, and what actions and circumstances should it apply to?  

 

Yes criminalising unauthorised encampments would be beneficial or as per the Irish 

Republics offence contained in S.24 of the Act criminalising trespass. 

The one month sentence is far too low and should be increased to have a deterrent 

factor.  

Criminalising would then enable existing legislation to be used to seize vehicles used in 

commission of the offence, i.e. they could be seized and disposed of on application to 

the court. The vehicle seizure link is the major deterrent to potential encampments or 

trespassers. 
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Use of injunctions to protect land  
 
Question 9: 

What barriers are there to the greater use of injunctions by local authorities, where 

appropriate, and how might they be overcome?  

 

Cost is the primary restriction and the will to carry it out as a default position on each 

occasion. In Derbyshire Dales a recent consultation has taken place on Open Space 

orders and a recommendation put to the Local Authority to include encampments as 

being prohibited within additionally defined areas in the Town, (which could include 

regularly used locations within the whole Derbyshire Dales) 

 

Joint-working between local authorities, communities and the police 

 

Question 10:  

Do you have any suggestions or examples of how local authorities, the police, the 

courts and communities can work together more successfully to improve community 

relations and address issues raised by unauthorised encampments? 

 

Local Authorities  being compelled to provide temporary traveller sites, Local Authorities 

in the first instance to have primacy over any action on reported encampments and be 

compelled to take action unless an unusual emergency prevents this in the very short 

term, not exceeding a maximum of seven days duration. 

Ensure that multi agency initial site visits take place so as to accurately assess any 

factors of need e.g. urgent health care, educational need ,neglect , unlawful 

imprisonment, abuse, animal cruelty , damage and to evidence findings in writing and by 

recordings including after those encamped have left the site.   

 

Court Processes 

 

Question 11:  

Are there ways in which court processes might be modified in a proportionate way to 

ensure unauthorised encampments can be addressed more quickly?  

 

If trespass or encampments were made a specific criminal offence, then possession 

orders may be far less used. 

Evidenced serving of a requirement to vacate the land by the Local Authority, Police  or 

Land Owner ( or agent) by use of an established form on those persons on the land 

should be the requirement necessary for the  court to make the decision within 24 hrs on 

whether to generate a possession order. This would make a far more streamlined 

process of one court visit, to prove notice had already been given and to generate the 

order there and then, backed up by the multi-agency report of findings on the site. 
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Courts must be compelled to hear these cases within 24 hours of application by the 

server of the notice to quit. (time must be found as it is daily for remand courts in the 

Criminal Justice system). 

 

Interim possession orders   

 

Question 12:  

In your view, what would the advantages and disadvantages be of extending the IPO 

process to open land?  

 

There would be a distinct advantage in extending the IPO process to open land as it 

would make the process faster, more effective and close a loophole in the legislation. 

The additional advantage is that if an unauthorised encampment trespassers have not 

left within the 24 hr timespan it becomes a criminal offence which attracts existing 

powers to seize vehicles used in the commission of the crime. This would then create a 

serious linked deterrent to returning or failing to leave. 

 

Powers for dealing with unauthorised development 
 
Question 13:  
Are you aware of any specific barriers which prevent the effective use of current 
planning enforcement powers? 
 
Please enter your comments here 

No comments. 

 


