
 

 

Mayors Report 2018 
18th April 2018 

 
Good evening and welcome to the Annual Town Meeting. 
 
If I said to you “Number 47” it could mean several things to you.  Perhaps a bus 
route a Chinese takeaway (in Bakewell that would be chicken and pineapple at 
£4.99) perhaps an age we wish we still were. In my case it means I am the 47th 
Mayor of Bakewell since the Local Government reorganisation of 1974 (when I was 
actually still at school, in my final year). 
 
It has been a great honour to represent the Town and the Town Council throughout 
my term which ends on 21st May 2018 at our Annual Town Council Meeting. 
 
Thank you, Town Council members, for your support during the last 12 months.  
2017-18 has been a very busy year; in addition to our on-going work we have seen 
the completion of a number of projects and progress on others. 
 
I would like to thank our County Councillor Judith Twigg, our District Councillors 
Alyson Hill, Philippa Tilbrook and Helen Froggatt and in addition our Peak Park 
members for their often unseen work on behalf of Bakewell. 
 
It would also be a suitable time to thank John Rowe, that bearded face of Bakewell, 
for his involvement in the Town and support to us all, both front of house and behind 
the scenes in ensuring that his sometimes thankless tasks are completed. It must at 
times like trying to herd cats!  
 
Talking of herding cats, Cllr’s John Boyle and Carl Fisher have been co-opted to the 
Council to fill our two casual vacancies during this Council year. 
 
Over the course of 2017-18 Council and its Committees has, so far, met a total of 34 
times.  Meetings are open to the public and representations are welcome in Public 
Participation.  The Planning Committee meets on the first Monday of the month and 
Full Council meetings are on the third Monday.  Finance and Staff Committees, 
representatives to various outside bodies, as well as our three working parties, 
further support the work and life of the Council.   
 
The Town Council has let contracts for work to the roof and shell of Town Hall and 
the resurfacing of Scot’s Garden Path both are due to start imminently.  We have 
invested in a new Roll of Honour Board displayed in the Council Chamber and 
installed finger posts for Scot’s Garden and Castle Hill. 
 
We invested in a new website in September 2017 (which has received an amazing 
32,500 page views since the end of September) and has dramatically improved the 
electronic face of the Town Council with vastly more information available than 
previously.  If you have not done so already take a look at 
www.bakewelltowncouncil.gov.uk and bookmark us for future reference. 
 

http://www.bakewelltowncouncil.gov.uk/


 

 

In mid-October representatives of the both the local and wider community came 
together to celebrate Bakewell at our Civic Service.  It was a great success and a 
hugely enjoyable afternoon with extremely positive feedback. 
The Mayors Charity was also launched which is the very worthy Bakewell and 
District Friday Group for this Mayoral year. 
 
The Town Council has responded to consultations on:  

 DDDC Public Convenience Review, 

 DDDC Public Space Protection Orders,  

 PDNPA Transport Design Guide Supplementary Planning Document, 

 PDPA Development Management Plan proposal, 
 
We have participated in Peak Park Parishes Day, Area Community Forums and a 
new initiative by DDDC “Closer Working with Town and Parish Councils”.  
 
Members and the Clerk have attended training and information session including; 

 DALC Seminar 

 Data protection, Freedom of Information and the General Data Protection 
Regulation 

 Planning Enforcement 

 Woodland Management 
 
We have commented on a total of 71 planning applications ranging from the 
repositioning of a flue to the development of 30 “affordable” houses on land at Lady 
Manners School 
 
In total this year we have given grants totalling £4325 to community groups and 
organisations benefiting the Bakewell community.  We have supported: 

 AJ Well Dressing 

 Bakewell and Eyam Community Transport,  

 Bakewell Branch of Women’s Royal British Legion 

 Bakewell Carnival,  

 Bakewell in Bloom 

 Bakewell Methodist Junior School 

 Burton Closes Residents Association (Well Dressing) 

 Community Safety Partnership 

 Day of Dance 

 Royal British Legion 
 
The Town Council supports the flying of flags by businesses in summer and 
continues to offer discounted hanging baskets and Christmas trees.  We continue to 
support Fairtrade with an annual event for Fairtrade Fortnight, we are also 
supporting the bid for Derbyshire Dales to become a Fairtrade District. 
Our on-going projects include  

 The Flood Warden Scheme  

 A route linking The Square to Bath Gardens 

 Woodland Management. 
 



 

 

We continue to work with DCC for renewal work to the Town’s pavements.  The work 
on part of Bridge Street late in 2017 has been a success with the installation of 
bollards to protect the pavers. 
 
We continue to support Bakewell Town and Community Trust on what we hope will 
be a tapering scale towards cash neutral status and it is good to see them develop 
business opportunities at Town Hall, thank you for your considerable effort over the 
past 12 months. 
 
The Neighbourhood Plan continues to progress to completion. 
 
We hosted a second very enjoyable exhibition by students of Manchester School of 
Architecture with a further take on “The Way We Live Now” which was displayed at 
Town Hall. 
 
2018 will bring its own challenges; the pressures on the High Street; empty shops, 
charity shops, the retreat of banks from small towns, the closure of Newholme and 
the future of the Bakewell Show. 
 
Our accounts for the year ending 31st March 2018 are currently being audited and 
will be published in due course, available via the website and Town Hall notice 
board.   
 
Finally, the Town Council’s precept for 2018-19 remains at £105,000  
 
We now move on to item 6 on the agenda “To receive a report on members’ 
attendance at meetings in 2018” 
  



 

 

The minutes record that the Mayor has so far attended; 
1. Wirksworth Civic Service 
2. High Sheriff’s summer reception 
3. Blessing of the Wells, 
4. Carnival judging 
5. Raft Race 
6. Buxton Military Tattoo 
7. Freemasons Tercentenary Celebrations 
8. Bakewell Show Patrons Dinner 
9. Rotary Club (Honorary Membership)/Presentation to Rotary 
10. Decoy Duck Carving Championships (ABC) 
11. Rotary Sponsored Walk Lunch at Eyam 
12. Ashbourne Civic Service 
13. WRBL Purse Presentation (talk) 
14. Alfreton Civic Service 
15. Networking Lunch at All Saints Church 
16. High Sheriff’s Legal Service 
17. Opening of the Poppy Appeal “pop up” shop 
18. DDDC Civic Chair’s Charity Raffle 
19. Presentation of General Service Medal with Canal Zone Clasp to Fred 

Thickett 
20. Opening of Astro Turf Playing Service at S. Anselms 
21. Rotary Seniors Christmas Tea Party 
22. Fairtrade events 
23. Christmas Tree Festival 
24. RBL Centenary Planning Events 
25. Churches Together meeting 
26. Future of Bakewell Show 
27. Judging of Carnival Queen and Princess 
28. Matlock Rotary 90th anniversary celebrations 
29. Chicks Charity, Ashbourne 
30. Lord Lieutenant’s Charity Lunch for the Soldiers Charity, Repton 
31. Rotary market Charity Book Stall 
32. Church Broughton; lovelocks project 
33. Derbyshire Wildlife Trust event 


